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Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights
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Duglas Joseph

Perhaps the most disput-
able verse in the Bible
is in the gospel of Mat-
thew verse 28 of chapter
16. ‘For the Son of Man
is going to come with his
angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will
repay each person accord-
ing to what he has done.
Truly, | say to you, there
are some standing here
who will not taste death
until they see the Son of
Man coming in his king-
dom. (Matt. 16:27-28).
The second part of the
verse has been the source
of much debate. What did
Jesus mean when he said
“many here will not taste
death before they see the
Son of Man coming in
his kingdom?” Is Jesus
talking about his resur-
rection or about the 2nd
coming? Several people
reading this passage have
assumed that Jesus was
promising that some of
those hearing His words
at that time would still be
alive to see Him coming
back to inaugurate His
kingdom on earth. Let us
make an in depth analy-
sis to churn out the truth.
Theologians have put for-
ward eight different inter-
pretations which are con-
tradictory in nature.
Among the more
prominent interpretations
is the idea that “coming of
the Son of Man” in view
here is the transfigura-
tion, which is narrated
in the following chapter.
Since in all three gospels
this statement is followed
by the transfiguration of
Jesus, it has been argued
that this is what was in-
tended. The suggestion
that when Jesus said that
“some standing here...
will not taste death”, he
had in mind an event that
would occur only six days
later.
The

phrase  “some

LANDWAY NEWS

The Kingdom ofJesus

of those standing here”
does not differentiate be-
tween some who will see
the transfiguration (Peter,
James and John) and the
rest who will not. Rather,
the implication is that not
all of them will die before
the coming of the Son
of Man in his kingdom.
None of his disciples dies
in the next six days. And
what the disciples will see
is not a static foreshadow-
ing of the event but “the
Son of Man coming in his
kingdom”—they will see
the dynamic fulfilment of
the prophecy.

Others take this to re-
fer to the resurrection or
to Pentecost. It seems
unlikely that Jesus would
say to his disciples and the
others gathered there that
“some” of them would be
alive at his resurrection,
especially since it only
happened about a year or
less following this event.

Itis the assumption that
the words “coming of the
Son of Man” must mean
“Second Coming” that has
caused much of the con-
fusion. Once we realize
that Jesus is simply using
a phrase from Daniel 7 to
allude to the whole proph-
ecy, texts such as Mat-
thew 16:28 are much
more readily understood.
Jesus was not predicting
that his Second Coming
would occur within the
lifetime of some of his
hearers. He wasn’t speak-
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CHRIST WILL NEVER CEASE TO BE IN A
POSITION OF GLORY, AT THE RIGHT HAND
OF THE FATHER. By HiS DEATH ON THE
CROSS, CHRIST MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR US
TO LIVE ETERNALLY WITH GOD.

ing of the Second Coming
atall. He was referring to
the fulfilment of Daniel 7,
his reception of the king-
dom from the Father, and
this was fulfilled within
the lifetime of some of his
hearers ( Matt. 28:18).

| believe that the above
verse has a spiritual mean-
ing rather than literal
meaning. We have to un-
derstand that the kingdom
of God is not something
physical that is visible in
some external manner.
You cannot see it in the
same way as you see the
stars, the sun or the moon.
That’s what Jesus told the
Pharisees who wanted
to know when the king-

dom of God would come.
He said to them, “’The
kingdom of God is not
coming with signs to be
observed; nor will they
say, 'look, here it is!" or,
'there it is!" For behold,
the kingdom of God is in
your midst (Luke 17:20-
21).*The kingdom of God
isamong you. Itisrightin
front of you.

It is a billion dol-
lar question whether we
could see the kingdom of
God. If not, why? Because
itis spiritual. How then do
you see the kingdom? Let
us turn to John 3:3 for a
moment. Jesus made this
statement to Nicodemus.
John 3:3. Jesus answered

ailmlglotd” ail o
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and said to him, "Tru-
ly, truly (amen, amen,
the same expression of
strong affirmation), I say
to you, unless one is born
again (now notice those
words), he cannot see the
kingdom of God."

It is very important to
grasp the spiritual content
of this verse. The point is
that you will not be able
to see the kingdom of
God if you had not been
born again. Only those
who have been regener-
ated will be able to see
the kingdom. That makes
Matthew 16:28 somewhat
more understandable.
Some people in the crowd
Jesus was speaking to
will experience regenera-
tion and because of that,
they will see the king-
dom. John 8:51. "Truly,
truly, 1 say to you, if any-
one keeps my word he
will never see death."

It is obvious that, in
order to see the kingdom
of God one must obey the
God’s commandment. “If
anyone keeps (i.e. obeys)
my word, he will never
see death.” ‘There will
be some of you stand-
ing here who will not see
death because you will
have eternal life.” You see,
the meaning of Matthew
16:28 is not that you will
see death after you see the
kingdom. The whole point
is that you will never see
death. It is like Matthew
22:44.

Christ will never cease
to be in a position of glo-
ry, at the right hand of
the Father. By His death
on the cross, Christ made
it possible for us to live
eternally with God.

| hope now an answer
has been unravelled for
the most perplexing di-
lemma in the Bible. Now
the words of Jesus in
Matthew 16:28 are clear.
There are some of you
who will not taste death.
Why? Because they will
have eternal life. The
words ‘not tastes death’
have to do with eternal
life. They have to do with
those who are regener-
ate, those who have God’s
life. These are the people
who will be able to see the
kingdom of God.
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UN Day celebration

Dubai: Fujairah Gems Our
Own English High School
Fujairah marked the United
Nations Day with a special
Assembly. UN Day marks
the anniversary of the for-
mal establishment of United
Nations after a majority of
its founding members rati-
fied the Charter setting up the
world body.

The eventful Special As-
sembly conducted under the
aegis of Social Studies De-
partment to celebrate the
UN Day. Parents advisory
board chairperson  Neelam
Nandekar Principal Himmat
Singh Dhillon inaugurated
the celebration by cutting
the UN birthday cake in the
presence of Principal Him-
mat Singh Dhillon , Head
Master Haroon Ahmed, Ms.
Mercy Jacob, Tamoghna
Chakraborty, Teaching and
learning Supervisor Raman
Jeet Dhillon, U.N Day Coor-
dinators Duglas Joseph, Ra-
jyalakshmi, Marina Samuel,
Selin Baby, Satendra Verma
and Mubashira Hassan.

In his address, Mr. Him-
mat stated that the commu-
nity of Our Own High School
Fujairah, stands committed to

Europe/Russia

A new cyber attack, dubbed as Bad Rabbit,
hit a Ukrainian international airport and three
Russian media outlets on Tuesday. The cyber-
attack comes just four months after the “NotPe-
tya” malware spread from the two countries to

other parts of the world.

Cybersecurity experts said the computer vi-
rus also appeared to have spread to Turkey and
Germany as the day progressed -- but that its size
appeared to be relatively small.

Ukraine’s Odessa International Airport said
on Facebook that its “information system”
stopped functioning in the afternoon. “All air-
port services are working in a reinforced security

the values promoted by the
UN and to the UAE National
Agenda that believes in em-
powering the marginalized
and vulnerable.

Thirty nine students be-
long to different nationalities
of Our Own School dressed
in their ethnic costumes pa-
raded to showcase the cul-
tural variety of our world and
propounded the message of
unity in diversity. The stu-
dents wearing ethnic dress
carrying respective national
flags gave a panoramic view.
They greeted their peers in
their native language which
was received with a huge ap-
plause.

Principal, Head master
and parents representatives
released doves symbolising
peace and harmony. The cere-
mony envisages Hope, Peace
and Promise of bright fu-
ture percolated in the young
minds.

The UN Day celebration
was organised by the Social
Studies department spear-
headed by Mercy Jacob,
Duglas Joseph, Rajyalak-
shmi, Satendra Verma, Selin
Baby, Mubshira Hassan and
Alpana.
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New SECUFity ru

New security measures
including stricter passenger
screening take effect on from
Thursday, Oct. 26 in all US-
bound flights to comply with
government requirements de-
signed to avoid an in-cabin
ban on laptops, airlines said.

Airlines contacted by Re-
uters said the new measures,
which could include short
security interviews with pas-
sengers, would be in place by
Thursday.

They will affect 325,000
airline passengers on about
2,000 commercial flights ar-
riving daily in the United
States, on 180 airlines from
280 airports in 105 countries.

The United States an-

e e

nounced the new rules in June
to end its restrictions on car-
ry-on electronic devices on
planes coming from 10 air-
ports in eight countries in the
Middle East and North Africa
in response to unspecified se-
curity threats.

Those restrictions were
lifted in July, but the Trump
administration said it could
reimpose measures on a case

by case basis if airlines and
airports did not boost secu-
rity. European and U.S. offi-
cials told Reuters at the time
that airlines had 120 days to
comply with the measures,
including increased passen-
ger screening. The 120-day
deadline is Thursday. Airlines
had until late July to expand
explosive trace detection test-

ing.

ASIA - INDIA

Father of Missing Indian Girl Arrested
After He Changed Story: Police

TEXAS: The adoptive
father of the missing three-
year-old Indian girl has been
arrested after he provided "an
alternate statement of events"
about his daughter Sherin's
disappearance, the police
said. He now faces charges
of injury to a child. Wesley
Mathews' arrest came a day
after the body of a small child
was found near the family
home. Police have said the
body was "most likely" hers.

Sherin Mathews, who
has developmental issues
and limited verbal commu-
nication skills, was last seen
outside her family home in
Richardson city in Texas on
October 7 after her Indian-
American  father  Wesley
Mathews scolded her and sent
her alone outside late at night
as punishment for not finish-
ing her milk. After 15 minutes
when he went out to check on
her, Sherin was missing.

Wesley  Mathews, 37,
was arrested on child aban-
donment and endangerment
charges the same day but
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was released on bail. Wesley
and his attorney voluntarily
arrived at the Richardson
police station yesterday and
shared a different account of
his adoptive daughter's disap-
pearance, Police Sgt. Kevin
Perlich said.

The body of the young
child discovered on Sunday
had not yet been identified, he
said, and autopsy results from
the Dallas County medical
examiner were pending. Sgt
Perlich added that investiga-
tors don't have any reason to
believe the body is not that of

ule.

the moment,”

Sherin Mathews, but they're
waiting for a confirmation
and the cause of death.

The two-week search for
Sherin has involved drones,
cadaver dogs, an Amber Alert

and teams from multiple
agencies that swept fields and
other areas around the girl's
home. They also asked neigh-
bors and nearby businesses if
they have the footage of the
family's maroon Acura SUV
between the hours that Sherin
was said to have been left out-
side and when her disappear-
ance was reported.

Bad Rabbit; New cyber attack hits Russia and Ukraine

regime,” the airport said without elaborating.
Its website showed air traffic going in and out
of the Black Sea resort city according to sched-

Russia’s Interfax news agency -- one of the
country’s biggest -- also sent its last dispatch at
2:13 pm (1113 GMT) before falling silent. A cy-
ber security expert told AFP that the Fontanka
news site in Russia’s second city of Saint Pe-
tersburg and a third media outlet “whose name,
unfortunately, we cannot reveal at this time” had
also gone off line. “We cannot say what it is at
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